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qualifications in scientific publications, having spent a career
which spans more than 40 years dedicated to this type of
activity—first with the American Society of Civil Engineers,
then with the American Institute of Physics, and finally with
us. I have worked with Ruth for the last ten years that I have
been closely involved with AIAA publications. I, like every
colleague I have met who has been involved in AIAA
publications, have gathered a considerable respect for her
ability. She has been a pleasure to work with and I will miss
her. She is not only an expert in her field, but she understands
well the needs and desires of the membership. When we
Editors or the Publications Committee have asked Ruth or
her organization to carry out a task, we have always been able
to count on the fact that not only the letter but the spirit of
our intentions would be carried out on time, with no mistakes.

For those of us who attempt to handle substantial AIAA
responsibilities while simultaneously fulfilling our obligations
to full-time employers she has been superb. Without her
directing the New York operation we would have found it
necessary to invest far more time in our volunteer activity.
The AIAA will not be the same.without her.

In closing I need also to express my appreciation to one
more group of people—our reviewers. A list of this past year's
volunteers follows. Their collective effort represents a
massive investment in the quality of this publication. Without
them the system would not work and I thank them for their
time.

Donald C. Fraser
Editor-in-Chief
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